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SUBJECT: NEW VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN 

REF: MADRID 01636 

1 . ERNESTO SANTANDER HAS HAD A SPECKLED CAREER IN 
MEDICINE, TEACHING, POLITICS AND DIPLOMACY. IN 
BUENOS AIRES, WHERE HE SERVED AS AMBASSADOR SINCE 
1974, SANTANDER WAS KNOWN AS AN INDEFATIGABLE, WITTY 
AND GREGARIOUS DIPLOMAT, A CULTIVATOR OF EDUCATORS AND 
INTELLECTUALS, A LAVISH ENTHUSIAST OF ARGENTINA AND 
A MAN WITH MYRIAD INTERESTS AND IRONS IN THE FIRE. 

HIS RECENT ROUND OF FAREWELLS IN ARGENTINA WERE WELL 
PUBLICIZED. AT ONE FAREWELL HOSTED BY A UNIVERSITY 
PRESIDENT WITH SOME OF ARGENTINA'S BEST KNOWN 
SOCIOLOGISTS, HISTORIANS AND THINKERS, SANTANDER 
GRANDIOUSELY SPOKE OF MOVING ON TO SPAIN TO STUDY 
"EURO-LATINOAMERICANIDAD", WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS THE PROCESS 
OF TRANSITING PRESENT POLITICAL FORMS FOR A NEW DEMOCRATIC 
HUMANISM OF THE FUTURE. "DIPLOMACY IS LITTLE KNOWN TO MOST 
MEN" SAID SANTANDER ON THAT OCCASION, "BUT HAVING LEARNED 
THE TRICKS OF THE TRADE IN ARGENTINA, I AT THIS POINT AM A 
STRONG BELIEVER IN THE USEFULNESS OF THE ART.” 
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2. SANTANDER, AGE 56, IS A NEAT, COMPACT MAN WHO DRESSES 
CONSERVATIVELY. HE OBTAINED A DEGREE IN MEDICINE IN VENEZUELA 
IN 1945 AND TOOK SUBSEQUENT COURSES IN BUENOS AIRES, PARIS, 
BARCELONA, BERN, MADRID, BOGOTA AND MEXICO. HE WAS A DEPUTY IN 
THE VENEZUELAN NATIONAL CONGRESS FROM 1963-68 AND HAS REPRESENTED 
HIS COUNTRY IN CONGRESSES IN GENEVA, MEXICO AND BARCELONA. 
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IN EARLIER FORAYS INTO THE DIPLOMATIC LIFE, SANTANDER SERVED 
AS CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN SWITZERLAND, AUSTRIA AND YUGOSLAVIA. 
HE HAS WRITTEN NUMEROUS ARTICLES ON MEDICINE, POLITICS AND 
EDUCATION. HE HAS WRITTEN FOR THE VENEZUELAN PRESS, AND HAS 
TAUGHT AT THE UNIVERSITY DE LOS ANDES. 

3. SANTANDER SPEAKS FRENCH AND CAN READ ENGLISH AND 
PORTUGUESE. HE IS MARRIED TO LUISA MARTINI AND HAS SIX 
CHILDREN. 
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